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Songkran Splendour

When : 12-21 April 2013
Where : Nationwide
SONGKRAN is a Thai traditional New Year Day which falls on April 1315 every year. It is one of the most important festivals that is celebrated not
only in Thailand but also in neighbouring countries such as Laos, Cambodia and Myanmar.
Songkran is also called the Water Festival, a festival which is believed
to wash away all bad omens during this time.
Traditionally, the activities on Songkran Day begin in the early morning
when Thai Buddhists go to the temple to make merits by offering food to
monks and listening to the Dhamma talks. In the afternoon, Thai Buddhists
sprinkle scented water on Buddha images. During this time, the younger
people ask blessings from the elders and pour scented water over their
elder's hands. In return, the elders wish them good health, happiness and
prosperity.
The Songkran Festival also allows one to show respect to one's elders.
Additionally, anyone who goes out on the street is likely to get a thorough
soaking. The splashing water over friends or anyone will give them a New
Year blessing.
Bangkok Grand Songkran Festival:
Rattanakosin Island, Bangkok
The Buddha image Phra Buddhasihing is brought out from the National
Museum for people to sprinkle lustral water at Sanam Luang, opposite the
Grand Palace. There are also art and cultural performances, demonstrations of Songkran in the four regions, demonstrations of Thai traditional
cooking and paying homage at the nine sacred temples which is the highlight of this event.

Chiang Mai Songkran Festival: Chiang Mai City, Chiang Mai
Province
There are many activities during this famous event, for example, the
procession and bathing of Phra Buddhasihing, riding a Kang Chong (A
northern vehicle), carrying sand to the temple and cultural performances.
The tourists also enjoy the fun splashing of water around the moat of Chiang Mai which is very famous and popular for both Thais and foreigners.
Hatyai Midnight Songkran Festival: Odeon Intersection,
Sanehanuson Road, Niphat Uthit 3 Road, Hatyai District,
Songkhla Province
The activities during this event include the procession of Songkran at
midnight, foam party, merit-making by offering food to the monks and
Songkran beauty pageant. In addition, paying respects to the elders by pouring scented water and the procession of Phra Buddhasihing are also very
important to local people.
Songkran On The Beach: Patong Beach, Phuket Province
There are the procession of Phra Buddhasihing around Patong beach,
floral parade, cultural performance and Songkran beauty contest. Along
the beach during the event, people will have fun with splashing of water at
each other.
Other venues of major celebrations: Ayutthaya, Chon Buri, Khon Kaen,
Samut Prakan, Sukhothai.
Contact : TAT Bangkok Office : +66 2250 5500 ext 3485-9
E-mail
: eplandiv@tat.or.th
Website
: www.songkran.net

Director’s Message
SAWATDI KHRAP.
IT gives me great pleasure to present to you
the third issue of our Amazing Thailand Travel
Talk.
This issue the cover story is of course our
Thai New Year. As usual the event is celebrated in great style and colour, albeit a wet one.
It is also the time of our water festival of
Songkran. Most Malaysians, I am sure, are
quite aware of what this celebration entails.
The splashing of lots of water adds to the
merriment. Nationwide the celebration is from
April 13-17. In Hat Yai, we start with the Midnight Songkran at the eve of April 12, which
is hugely popular with Malaysian travellers.
On behalf of the TAT, I would also like to
take this opportunity to thank the travel agents,
the Press and all of you have helped Malaysia surpass the two million mark again in
visitor arrivals to Thailand. Last year Malaysia
generated visitor arrivals to Thailand of 2.5
million from 2.4 million in 2011. Thailand also
recorded the biggest number of visitor arrivals of 22.3 million last year, up almost 16 per
cent from the previous year.
Music lovers would be happy to note that
in March, the Pattaya International Music Festival would be held along Pattaya Beach Road
and fetures various music genre from pop
and rock to hip hop and R&B.
In Ayutthaya would be the World Thai Martial Arts Festival and Wai Khru Thai Ceremony. This event is also slowly gaining popularity among martial arts lovers especially with
the popularity of Thai kickboxing worldwide.
If you are a bird fan, of course, then you
must head to the south to Yala province for
the Asean Barred Ground Dove Festival. There
would be participation from Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore and Brunei.
Our featured destination this time are the
northern beauty or the provinces of Mae Hong
Son and Lampang, the lesser known of the
provinces in the north. These areas are unique
in that they are home to a number of attractions including the Mexican sunflowers that
only bloom in November and December, a
fish cave, a Chinese village, a town whose
transport attractions are horse carriages and
an elephant hospital.
If you are a great fan of leather products
then head to the Bangkok fashion and leather
fair in mid-March. It is the place to be if you
happen to be a wholesaler or importer of
such materials.
For the Trang Underwater Wedding, this
year the TAT Kuala Lumpur took an active
part by bringing two couples from Malaysia.
Apart from taking part in the unique Thai
wedding, they also had a short honeymoon
in Krabi.
There are a variety of things to do when
you decide to visit Thailand. Whether you
just love eating or shopping or entertainment,
we have everything in store for you. And as
usual we look forward to welcoming you to
Amazing Thailand.
WIBOON NIMITRWANICH
Director
Malaysia & Brunei

Calendar of Festivals
THE Tourism Authority of Thailand
has released its calendar of festivals
and events for 2013. A total of 28
events are listed in the calendar, ranging from annual marathons to music fests and martial arts.
The calendar will be very useful
for travel agents and tour operators
seeking unique experiences and packaging opportunities for their clients
this year. Individual travellers looking for new and interesting things
to do on holiday in Thailand will
also find it helpful.
Said TAT Governor Suraphon Svetasreni,
“Thailand is very proud of the broad range of
cultural, sports and special-interest events which
highlight our culture and heritage. These festivals are held all through the year and throughout the kingdom.
“Many of them are unique to Thailand such
as wedding ceremonies on elephant backs and

the colourful Loi Krathong festival.”
He added, “Since we launched
The Miracle Year of Amazing Thailand campaign last year, visitors
from all over the world have participated in our colourful festivities.
Everyone can enjoy these amazing
experiences, many of which are unseen elsewhere.”
The calendar can be accessed at
http://www.tatnews.org/images/
images/images/News%20Release/
Thai_event_2013_BOOK.pdf.
Users are advised to double-check the dates
closer to the event.
Contact information:
International Public Relations Division
Tourism Authority of Thailand
Tel
: +66 (0) 2250 5500 ext. 4545-48
Fax
: +66 (0) 2253 7419
E-mail : prdiv3@tat.or.th
Website : www.tatnews.org

Tourism arrivals cross
22 million mark in 2012
THAILAND has achieved record-breaking visitor arrivals, crossing the 22 million mark for the
first time in 2012. Figures tabulated by the Ministry of Tourism and Sports for January – December 2012 show total arrivals by nationality of
22,303,065, up 15.98 per cent over 2011.
Commenting on the performance, TAT Governor Suraphon Svetasreni said, “We are overjoyed to have achieved this result in the year the
people of Thailand commemorated the 85th birthday of His Majesty the King. It is also a tribute to the cooperation and creativity of the entire Thai travel & tourism industry for the huge
effort that has been made to ensure that travel &
tourism remains a leading industry for job creation, distribution of income nationwide and contribution to culture, heritage and environmental
preservation.”
The highlight of the results was the fact that
six countries, five of which are within the AsiaPacific region, are now producing more than one
million annual visitor arrivals. These are Malay-

sia, China, Japan, Korea, India and Russia.
Visitors from East Asia totalled 12,502,194
(+20.84%), Europe 5,617,817 (+10.12%), the
Americas 1,080,148 (+13.40%), South Asia
1,289,641 (+11.36 %), Oceania 1,046,753
(+12.13%), Middle East 604,659 (+0.58%) and
Africa 161,853 (+17.36%).
East Asian visitor arrivals to Thailand comprise the biggest market share of all visitors. Of
the 22.30 million arrivals in 2012, a total of 12.50
million (+20.84%) were from East Asia regions.
By this year, two source-markets, China (2.7
million) and Malaysia (2.5 million) are now generating more than two million annual arrivals each.
And two source-markets, Japan (1.3 million) and
Korea (1.1 million) are generating more than one
million arrivals each.
The ASEAN countries in total are generating
over six million arrivals, with spectacular growth
by Cambodia (+59.74%), Vietnam (+24.36%),
Indonesia (+21.02%), Myanmar (+17.40%) and
Laos (+6.63%).

Bangkok to host fashion & leather fair
BIFF & BIL 2013 is bringing together more than
1,000 fashion, textile and leather exhibitors and
displays, offering everything from upstream materials to downstream finished products. Indulge
in the sights and textures of ASEAN's most distinguished designers and exotic materials, making
BIFF & BIL 2013 the place to be for fashion
wholesalers, importers, designers, retailers, manufacturers, exporters, and anyone affiliated with

the fashion, textiles, and leather industries.
Contact : +66 (0) 2507 8372,
+66 (0) 2507 8410
Date
: Wed. 13 Mar, 2013 10:00 am
Date
: March 13 - 15, 2013 (Trade)
Date
: March 16 - 17, 2013 (Public)
Venue : Challenger 2, IMPACT
Muang Thong Thani,
Bangkok, Thailand.

Travel agents,
journalists visit
Mae Hong Son
MAE Hong Son was the venue selected for some travel agents and journalists to experience recently.
Located to the north of the country, this province is slowly gaining
popularity among foreign tourists and locals.
Pai, a district in the province, had also transformed from into a backpackers haven after years of being out of the limelight.

The group's visit started off with a visit to Ta-Pai Bridge, walking street,
Tham Rot (blind fish cave), and Pang Ung to see Sakura flowers blooming and tea plantation at Baan Rak Thai Village.
In Mae Hong Son, the visit started off with the Phu Klon Mud Spa, Wat
Phratat Doi Kong Mu and Wat Nong Chong Kum.
After returning to Chiang Mai the group also visited Baan Thawai,
Baan Roy An Phan Yan Wooden Museum and Oasis Spa before visiting
the Tha Pae night market.
The group later went to Lampang where they visited the Wat Phrathat
Lampang Luang, the ceramic factory and weekend walking street. They
later rode a horse carriage (unique to Lampang) to Baan Sao Nak.
They later went to Sukhothai before returning to Bangkok.

Northern beauty
A LAND in the mountains and shrouded in mists almost all year round.
Add in mysterious caves with swimming fishes, a Chinese village and
Mexican sunflowers from mid-November to mid-December and you have
the province of Mae Hong Son.
Travelling by road towards the north from Chiang Mai for about 80km,
visitors will first arrive in Pai, a laid back town which is a back-packers
haven. The town is full of guesthouses, souvenir shops and restaurants. In
the proximity of the town are spas and elephant camps.
Meanwhile, just 44 km out of Mae Hong Son town is a Chinese tea
village, complete with mud houses and tea shops.
The provinces other attractions include the Wat Phra That Doi Kong

Mu, Wat Phra Non, Wat Chong Kham, Wat Chong Klang and Wat Kamko.
Tham Pla or fish cave is located 17km outside town.
In mid-November the Doi Mae U-Khor comes alive with the spontaneous blooming of yellow Mexican sunflowers. The blooms which last for
about a month can only be seen once a year.
Another popular province in the north is Lampang, the third largest city
in the north. Two of the most famous attractions here are the Wat Phra
That Lampang Luang and the Thai Elephant Conservation Center or more
popularly known as the Lampang elephant hospital to locals. Less wellknown tourist attractions here include the Wang Kaeo Waterfall and the
Chae Son National Park.

Pattaya International Music Festival
March 15-17, 2013
Pattaya
THE Pattaya International Music Festival is
one of the biggest international beach music
festivals in Asia and Thailand. It is held along
Pattaya Beach Road, Chon Buri.
This fun festival brings a lot of famous Asian
and Thai artistes to showcase their talents on
stages near the beautiful beach.
Audiences will be entertained by various
music genres including pop, rock, hip-hop and
R&B.
Thai and foreign music lovers can enjoy the
different styles of music including International
Music, Asian Music and Thai Music.
The three-day activities will start from the
evening until midnight with different colourful theme every year.
Contact : TAT Pattaya Office
Tel
: +66 38427667, +66 38428750
Website : www.pattayamusicfest.com

Hat Yai Lantern Festival & Ice Dome
THE Hatyai Lantern Festival is one of the most
colourful festivals in Hat Yai, with a variety
of zones depicting various types of lanterns
that impressively decorated the Hat Yai Municipal Park.
Each year, there are plenty of people wandering around the park taking pictures of their
children or loved ones in front of the various
lanterns when the sky is dark.
Both the Hat Yai Lantern Festival and Hat
Yai Ice Dome will be opened until April 30,
this year.
Contact : TAT Hat Yai
Tel.
: 0 7423 1055, 0 7423 8518,
0 7424 3747
Fax
: 0 7424 5986
E-mail : tatsgkhl@tat.or.th

World Thai Martial Arts Festival, Wai Khru Muay
Thai Ceremony
March 17
Ayutthaya Historical Park,
Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province
WAI KRU Ceremony is a demonstration of
the Muay Thai boxers' respect and gratitude
to their teachers in submission to the serious
and patient teaching and training.
The ceremony is very important, which
shows sincere appreciation and perseverance,
and also raise the spirit of the boxers.
In the earlier days of the event, the boxers
have to attend the rituals to worship Nai Khanom Tom who was a famous Thai boxer.
Next, there are the youth contest in the Wai
Kru Muay Thai or respect paying ceremony,
enjoy Thai arts and cultural performances.
This includes the traditional Thai tattoo, making of Aranyik swords, performing of Thai martial arts, and an exhibition of Thai ancient weapons.

In the late afternoon, there are Wai Kru Muay
Thai ceremony, worshipping Thai ancestral
kings and brave soldiers who protected the motherland; namely, King Naresuan the Great,
King Suea, and Phraya Phichai Dap Hak.
The performances of Amazing Thai Elep-

hants will be helnd at night.
Contact :
TAT Ayutthaya Office : +66 3524 6076-7
E-mail : tatyutya@tat.or.th
Website : www.krumuaythai.net,
www.aitmathai.com

Two Malaysian
couples marry
in Trang
TWO Malaysian couples decided to tie the knot at the Trang Underwater
Wedding on Valentine's Day this year. They joined another 29 couples
who chose Valentine's Day to get married or re-exchange their marriage
vows amid the romantic settings in Trang Province.
The two-day wedding ceremony was full of pomp and pageantry as the
Trang Provincial Authority, the Tourism Authority of Thailand and Thumrin
Thana Hotel pulled out all stops to make it an international-class event
and the only one of its kind in the world.
The wedding couples were first taken to the Peninsular Botanic Gardens where they took part in a tree-planting ceremony in commemoration
of their wedding.
In the evening, they took part in a wedding ceremony before taking
part in a parade to ther Trang Railway Station.
The following day the couples visited the Emerald Cave by boat before
attending the gala dinner at the Rajamongkol Beach.
The following day they took a trip to Tham Le Khao Krop for an unforgettable boating experience through the narrow and low roof part of the cave.

From Trang, the couple later had a short honeymoon in Krabi and visited places like the Waree Raksa Spa, going canoeing in Bor Tor and visiting the Koh Klang Muslim Village to try their hands at rice harvesting,
batik-making and to see how fishes are reared in enclosures. In the evening,
they join another 10 Thai couples for a romantic candlelight dinner on the
beach.
.

ASEAN Barred Ground Dove Festival
March 2013
Suan Kwan Muang, Yala Province
THE ASEAN Barred Ground Dove festival takes
place to attract and establish relationships among
the dove-lovers from the southern part of Thailand
as well as from neighbouring countries such as Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, and Brunei.
Thai people have believed that doves are creatures which bring good luck to people who rear
them and are also the symbols of purity and peace.
The major highlights during the event are the doves
with the melodious and sweetest cooing sound and
the red-whiskered bulbul singing competition.
Also, there are the contests to find the most beautiful cage and demonstrations of cage-making, displaying the local wisdom and selling of the local
products.
Contact :
TAT Narathiwat Office : +66 7352 2411
E-mail
: tatnara@tat.or.th
Yala Municipality
: +66 7321 4898,
+66 7321 2971

223 Go Photography Competition
A TOTAL of 35 photographers visited Chiang
Mai during the Loy Krathong Festival in November and later entered their photographs in 223
Go Photography Competition, jointly-sponsored
by the Tourism Authority of Thailand.
Mr Gordon Goh emerged champion with his
picture of Wat Phrathat Doi Suthep. Second prize
went to Mr Sean Goh with his picture of meditation monks and third prize went to Ms Grace
Hoe, whose winning entry was of jars.
The winners each got a free and easy package
5D4N, 4D3N and 3D2N tour to Bangkok apart
from other goodies from TAT.

Bangkok-Hua Hin luxury tourism

TRAVEL agents from Kuala Lumpur, Johor and Brunei were introduced
to luxury tourism in Bangkok, Hua Hin and Cha-am recently.
While there they had a chance to have a look at some of the new luxury
tourism products.
This included visits to Barai Spa, Santorini Greek Park, Premier Outlet, Sam Phan Floating Market and Hua Hin Night Market in Hua Hin and

Cha-am. The group also had a chance to visit the Siam Cultural Park in
Ratchaburi.
In Bangkok the group visited DNA, one of Thailand's finest beauty
clinic before visiting Divana Spa.
They were also able to do some shopping at Asiatique The Riverfront,
Terminal 21 and Central World and also visited Madame Tussaud.

For more information, contact the Tourism Authority of Thailand, Suite 22.01 Level 22, Menara Citibank, 165 Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 03-21623480 • Fax: 03-21623486 • Email: info@tourismthailand.my • Homepage: http//www.tourismthailand.org, http//www.tourismthailand.my

