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Happy New Year

AS we say goodbye to 2012 we bid a warm welcome to 2013. And for
those celebrating the lunar new year, we wish them Gong Xi Fa Cai. It's
time to put the all the old problems away and greet the new year with new
resolutions and plans.
And when it comes to travelling plans, where better to spend your holidays than to take a few days off and spend them in than Thailand. Many
things are there in store for you from the south right up to the north of the
country where you would find festivals and attractions galore.
But before that, we would like to wish all our Chinese friends a Happy
Lunar New Year. Head on down to Bangkok Chinatown or Yaowarat to
experience one of the most colourful and exhilarating celebrations.
Watch the streets coming to life as crowds of worshippers, exploding
firecrackers, dragon dancers, and families of Chinese descent gather to
partake in the street fanfare as well as enjoy sumptuous Chinese banquets.

Spend a full day exploring and watching dragon parades.
This year the Chinese Lunar New Year is celebrated on February 8-17
and although not a public holiday in Thailand, members of Bangkok Chinese communities usually take at least one day off from work and engage
themselves in various New Year activities.
The whole Bangkok Chinatown turns red literally from beginning to
end. Street fanfares and cultural festivities, such as the dragon parades,
acrobatic dances and firecrackers, are the highlights not to be missed.
Once celebrated amongst Bangkok's Chinese communities, today Chinese New Year is a festival for all. Get into the spirit of Chinese New Year
by wearing a red shirt, blouse or dress. Other provinces where Chinese
New Year is celebrated are Chachoengsao, Nakhon Sawan, Chon Buri,
Suphan Buri, home of the biggest Chinese descendent museum in South
East Asia, Phuket, Trang, Songkhla and Chiang Mai.

SAWATDI KHRAP.
LET me take this opportunity to wish each and every one a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year. And for those celebrating the lunar New Year, Gong Xi Fa Cai.
I would also like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to those who
have made Thailand your number one holiday destination.
The lunar New Year celebrations would be a wonderful way for you to kick off
your travel calendar. Bangkok is a great place to enjoy this festival, especially if
you visit the Chinatown of Yaowarat Road. This is when the street comes alive
with firecrackers, lanterns and an overall festive mood.
Our feature story in this issue is Sukhothai, the first capital of old Siam some
700 years ago. With its rich history, the province is home to a number of
historical buildings. These buildings had earned Sukhothai a place in world
history as it had been declared a World Heritage site by UNESCO.
At the same time there are now moves to make Sukhothai a World Heritage
site in ASEAN in the next five years.
We also believe Thailand can be a great take off point if you would like to visit
the Mekong region. At the end of last year we took a number of travel agents
and journalists for a visit to Laos and Cambodia in a project dubbed the Gateway to the Mekong.
A beautiful place that steps right out of your history books is the province of
Nakhon Ratchasima. Home to the Khao Yai National Park, the province also
has many attractions. These include the Phimai Historical Park and the Pak
Thong Chai silk making villages.
Golfers would also be happy to note that the Pak Chong District in Nakhon
Ratchasima province has quite a number of beautiful golf courses. The Tourism
Authority of Thailand recently took a number of travel agents, event organisers
and journalists for a visit. It is less than two hours' drive from the Suvanabhumi
Airport.
And speaking of airports, the Hua Hin Airport is now receiving an extra three
flights a week since Berjaya Air started flying there in November. Hua Hin is
another golfers paradise as the area has quite a number of well-known course
like the Banyan, Springfield and Majestic Creek. It is also home to the first golf
club in Thailand, that is the Royal Hua Hin.
As you can see there are many things to see and do in Thailand wherever
you choose to visit. As usual we look forward to welcoming you to Amazing
Thailand.
On behalf of TAT Kuala Lumpur, again I wish you all a Merry Christmas,
Happy New Year and Gong Xi Fa Cai.
WIBOON NIMITRWANICH
Director
Malaysia & Brunei
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Magha Puja Day
IT is the second most important Buddhist holiday after Wesak
Day among followers of the religion. It is a celebration in
honour of the Sangha, or community of Buddhist monks
and is a chance for people to reaffirm their commitment to
Buddhist practices and traditions.
Magha Puja Day commemorates the spontaneous gathering of 1,250 enlightened monks (arahants) to hear the Buddha preach at Veluvana Vihara. At this gathering, the Buddha gave his first sermon, or recitation of the Patimokkha
(the rules and regulations of the monastic order).
Sangha is the term used for the Buddhist spiritual community or monks. On Sangha Day, Buddhists celebrate both
the ideal of creating a spiritual community, and also the
actual spiritual community which they are trying to create.
The Sangha is precious in Buddhism as without those in
the community to look up to or share aspirations with, the
spiritual life would be very challenging. In Thailand Magha
Puja Day is celebrated on February 25.

Amazing Thailand
Official LINE
Account launched
THE Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) has launched its
Amazing Thailand Official LINE Account to help travellers receive the latest real-time information about the kingdom's tourism activities and promotions on their smartphones.
The information will be available for travellers who are
already in Thailand as well as target travellers in Singapore,
Malaysia and Indonesia.
An Official LINE Account is a feature which allows businesses to send messages directly to LINE users who have
added their account as a 'friend'. These Official Accounts
enable businesses to reach LINE's users around the world.
As a smartphone is always connected and on the users
person, businesses can directly reach their customers in realtime, as against Twitter and Facebook where users mainly
follow timelines for sending information.
This new service from LINE alerts the users instantly
through push notifications, meaning that businesses can expect a high number of viewers.
Companies also can use their original Business Stickers
featuring their logo/characters when communicating with
users.
Mr. Suraphon Svetasreni, Governor of the TAT, said that
the expanded communication effort is part of the TAT's strategy to make increased use of social media to engage with
travellers worldwide.
Travellers who join the Amazing Thailand Official LINE
Account will be able to download 16 Amazing Thailand
stickers of Sukjai and friends, which will increase the fun of
chatting with their friends.
For more information please access: www.tourismthailand.org and www.facebook.com/AmazingThailand.

Phuket road
show in KL
A total of 39 hotels, travel agents and members
of the Phuket Provincial Administration and Tourism Authority of Thailand were in Kuala Lumpur
for a road show in November.
The delegation, led by Phuket Governor, Maitree Inthusud, introduced new tourism products
and updated Malaysian buyers who attended the
road show.
Phuket is a popular destination among Malaysians because of its proximity, with 28 flights
weekly by various airlines including Malaysia
Airlines, AirAsia and Firefly.

Phuket has always been a destination that sells
itself, with its beautiful beaches, wonderful golf
courses, great food and shopping.

The variety of attractions had made the island
a popular destination, especially during the weekends and long public holidays.

Journalists, travel agents
visit Korat, Kanchanaburi
A group of travel agents and journalists were taken on a tour of Nakhon
Ratchasima (Korat), the second most populated area in Thailand.
Located in the lower I-san (northeast) region, it is not only a gateway
but the hub of the region.
The group had a chance to visit the Phimai Historical Park where a
large religious structure called Prasat Hin Phimai stands. Located nearby
is the Phimai National Museum, which exhibits items excavated from the
lower I-san region.
The group later travelled west to Kanchanaburi. Here they visited the
River Kwai Bridge, the Muaeng Sing Historical Park, and the Rock Valley Hot Springs.
The group later travelled west to Samut Songkhram and Kanachanburi.
Here they visited Amphawa, the Muang Singh Historical Park, and the
Rock Valley Hot Springs.

Travel agents
visit
Siem Reap
IN our efforts to promote Thailand as a
gateway to the Mekong region, the Tourism Authority of Thailand recently organised a familiarisation trip for travel agents
and journalists to Cambodia.
The trip was aimed at promoting two
travel destinations, that is Bangkok and
Siem Reap.
The group later visited the Chantiers
Ecoles – Les Artisans d'Angkor and local
market for shopping.
Bangkok Airways flies daily between
Bangkok and Siem Reap.

Berjaya flies
to Hua Hin
BERJAYA Air had started flying from Kuala Lumpur to
Hua Hin from November. The airline flies directly from
Subang International Airport to the Hua Hin Airport
every Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday.
Apart from its various historical places like the Klai
Kangwon Palace and the Hua Hin Railway Station, the
area also has a number of beautiful golf courses such as
Springfield, Majestic Creek and Banyan.
In addition, Hua Hin also has attractions such as floating market and vineyard.
Contact : https://www.berjaya-air.com/

DJs, contest winners
celebrate Loy Krathong
DISC jockeys from 988 FM and winners of an
Amazing Thailand contest on the radio were
taken on a visit to Sukhothai, Cha-am, Petchaburi
and Samut Songkhram to celebrate the annual
Loy Krathong Festival.
Sukhothai is the birth place of the festival more
than 700 years ago, a festival that is now celebrated nationwide.
The participants learned how to make their
own krathong when they visited Amphawa before floating them on the river.
Listeners to 988 FM were also treated to a
cross over broadcast by the DJs during the Loy
Krathong Festival in Sukhothai.

Ultimate Khao Y
ai & Miracle Light of Loy Krathong
Yai
JOURNALISTS and travel agents recently had
a taste of the Ultimate Khao Yai, Nakhon Ratchasima after earlier attending the annual Loy
Krathong festival in Bangkok.
While visiting Khao Yai, the group got to dress
up and play cowboys and cowgirls and attend a
cowboy dinner and play cowboy-style games and
other activities.
They also got to sample the local wine at the
PB Valley Khao Yai Winery as well as visit a
bona fide cowboy ranch – Farm Chokchai.
A few days earlier they attended the annual
Loy Krathong festival at the new shopping area
– ASIATIQUE The Riverfront and visited a few
shopping complexes such as Terminal 21.

Golf survey in Pak Chong
A group of journalists, event organisers and travel agents were taken on a
visit of Pak Chong, Nakhon Ratchasima, recently to survey the many
golf-related activities available in the district.
They inspected three golf courses –Rancho Charnvee Country Club,
Kirimaya Golf Club and the Voyage Panorama Resort & Golf Club.
The group were also taken on a tour to a vineyard that is the PB Khao Yai

Reserve.
Later the group also had an agro tour of Farm Chokchai, the only fullfledged cattle ranch in Thailand before visiting the Outlet Village and
Shopping Street.
Upon returning to Bangkok, they were also introduced to some new
shopping establishments such as Terminal 21, ASIATIQUE The Riverfront and Central Rama IX Shopping Centre in addition to Thaniya Plaza
in Silom, a one-stop golf centre.

Gateway to
Luang Phrabang
TRAVEL agents from Malaysia could now use Bangkok as a gateway to
Laos. In a joint promotion with Bangkok Airways, the Tourism Authority of Thailand flew a group of journalists and travel agents to Luang
Phrabang recently.
They had a chance to visit the ancient city, which had not been touched
much by the influx of tourists. They visited a 500-year-old temple called
Wat Xieng Thong, which contained a rare reclining Buddha as well as
Wat Saen, Wat Mai Suwannapumaram, and Wat Mai.
Wat Aham, next door to Wat Visounnarath, was a significant temple
in the 19th century as it hosted the residence of the Surpreme Patriach of
Laotian Buddhism.
The group also took part in an alms giving ceremony in which local
residents and foreigners offer food to some 200 monks from temples all
over Luang Phrabang.
Other attractions in Luang Phrabang are the Ting Cave on the Mekong
River, where lots of wooden Buddha images are stored inside and the
picturesque Kwangsi Waterfall which is 80 meters high and 560 meters
above sea level.

Date : February 13-15, 2013
Venue : Koh Kradan, Sikao District, Trang
NO
W in its 17th year, Trang's underwater wedOW
ding ceremony, remains one of the most unique
ways to tie the knot. It had emerged as a firm
favourite for those who want to make their Valentine day wedding extraordinary.
Trang is about two hour's drive from either
Hat Yai or Krabi and is blessed with an amazing
variety of unspoilt beaches and islands perfect
for getaway honeymoons.
In the presence of a witness, couples descend in clear blue waters to the sandy seabed
to make legally binding vows using divers' sign
language.
Hosted by the Trang Chamber of Commerce,
in association with the municipality, provincial
authorities and Thai International, wedding fever is fired up with a lavish parade, led by over
100 couples, through the town's centre to a street
party venue.
Brides are presented to their grooms at the wedding venue on Pak Meng beach, 15 km from Trang
town. Here the traditional Thai ceremony gets
underway, before a fleet of boats transfer the couples to Kradan Island, where they dive to the
seabed for the official registration.

Trang Underwater Wedding

For more informations:
TAT Trang Office,
Tel : +66 (0) 7521 5867, 7521 1058, 7521 1085
Trang Tourism Coordination Centre,

Tel : +66 (0) 7521 5867-8
Trang Chamber of Commerce,
Tel : +66 (0) 7522 5353/+66 (0) 7521 0238
Website : www.underwaterwedding.com

Sukhothai: The Dawn of Happiness
THE ancient capital of Siam, Sukhothai, came into being more than 700
years ago. It's historical sites had earned the province a world heritage
site title. Two of the most well-known historical sites are the Sukhothai
Historical Park and the Si Satchanalai Historical Park.
A new tourist attraction in Sukhothai is the Ban Na Ton Chan Community in Si Satchanalai District. It is a pioneer in community-based
tourism and the project enables tourists to learn about Thai culture from
the people and support the community at the same time.
The villagers of Ban Na Ton Chan formed the Career Development
Fund and Ban Na Ton Chan Homestay Tourism Community with participation in management by all villagers who show tourists how to cook
Thai food and provide knowledge on how to prepare herbs and vegetables grown locally.
Another attraction is the Organic Agriculture Project at Sukhothai Airport, initiated in 2003 and developed to cover over 150 acres with another 150 being anticipated over the next few years.
Natural Rice is the owner of the project. It aims to promote agricultural practices for better health and to promote a respect for nature. The
project produces organic rice, vegetables and fruits to supply companies
such as Bangkok Airways, the Sukhothai Heritage Resort and Bangkok
Air Catering.
The project offers visitors a chance to experience first-hand the lives
of millions of farmers who grow rice without chemicals, artificial colou-

China Town Chinese New Year Festival:
Yaowarat Road, Bangkok
CHINESE New Year Festival on Yaowarat road
is the most important event for Thai-Chinese people in Bangkok. During the festival, there are
many Thai and Chinese cultural performances
together with the big cerebration from Chinese
people who all wear the red clothes.

Suphan Buri Chinese New Year Festival:
Dragon's Heaven Park, Suphan Buri
Province
THE festival will be held in front of the Museum of the Descendants of the Dragon in Sup-

ring and genetically-modified organisms.
Tourists can enjoy activities such as an overview presentation of the
project, a ride on a farm truck with a local guide, lessons in cooking easy
Thai dishes using local farm products, the early morning collection of
duck eggs, riding buffalos the traditional way, working in the farm and
doing craft work.
Contact : TAT Sukhothai
Tel
: +6655 - 616228-9
www.tourismthailand.org/sukhothai
Email : tatsukho@tat.or.th

Chinese New Year venues
han Buri. The programs during the
event include the Chinese cultural performances and light show. Additionally, they celebrate with the exciting
fireworks show at night.
Hat Yai Chinese New Year
Festival: Srinakhorn
Foundation School, Hat Yai,
Songkhla Province
THE famous highlights in the ceremony
include a spectacular fireworks and lightand-sound show with colourful bursts of
fireworks taking the shape of waterfalls,
silver dragon and golden dragon, the concerts from popular local artists, Miss Hat
Yai Chinese contest and Chinese cultural
performance.
Phuket Chinese New Year Festival:
Muaeng District, Phuket Province
THERE are many highlight activities during the
festival including the cultural performance with
colourful presentations of local culture, tradition

and way of life on the tropical island paradise of
Phuket.
Nakhon Sawan Chinese New Year
Festival: Hatsawan Lanbun, Nakhon
Sawan Province
CHINESE New Year Festival in Nakhon Sawan
is a grand celebration full of excitement throughout 11-day-period of the festival. The festivities
are held in honour of Chao Phor Pak Nam Pho.
The procession comes with spectacular acrobatic
performances such as climbing up an over 10metre pole to get the money reward on the top.
Local people will pay homage to Chao Phor and
Chao Mae Pak Nam Pho, the guardian spirits of
Nakhon Sawan province.

For more information, contact the Tourism Authority of Thailand, Suite 22.01 Level 22, Menara Citibank, 165 Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur.
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