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Loy Krathong Festival

THIS year the Loi Krathong Festival would be celebrated on the full moon night which falls on November
17.
But visit most of the major cities and from a week
earlier, it would be abuzz with preparations leading up
to the festival.
Vendors would be selling krathong by the roadside for about
100 Baht each for the smaller version to anything up to 1,000
Baht for the more elaborately decorated types.
Like most festivals, the Loi Krathong Festival or the Festival
of Lights had its origin in a legend.
In Sukhothai more than 700 years ago a court lady named
Nang Nophamas, the daughter of a Brahmin priest, made a
decorative float and presented it to the ruler of the Kingdom of
Sukhothai. It was around the time Deepavali is celebrated by
the Hindus worldwide.
Seeing the beauty of the festival, courtiers and lay people
alike followed suit, and the people with them. Since then the
festival had been celebrated annually all over the country and
to a certain extent by Malaysians of Thai origin in the states of
Kedah, Perlis, Perak and Kelantan.
In Thailand the biggest celebrations are held in Sukhothai,
Chiang Mai, Ayutthaya and Bangkok.
Krathong or floats decorated with flowers, incense sticks and
candles in various shapes and sizes are float down rivers.
Thais believe that Krathong floating is an act of respect and an
offer of thanks to the Mother of the Waters, Mae Kongkha.
It is also believed that when you float your Krathong away,

you are getting rid of the year's bad luck — so be careful not to
upset your vessel or let it come back or you will start your new
year with the old bad luck as an extra burden.
If you happen to be in any part of Thailand at this time, head
to any main river in the town. Watching and taking part in the
festival is an experience you would not soon forget.
Some of the main venues for the Loi Krathong event are as
follows:
Bangkok
: Chao Phraya River; Benjasiri Park (Sukhumvit
Road); Benchakitti Park (Ratchadaphisek Road); Santichaiprakan Park (Phra Athit Road); around the Rama IX Bridge.
Ayutthaya : Bangsai Arts and Crafts Training Centre.
Sukhothai : Sukhothai Historical Park
Chiang Mai : Mae Ping River
Tak
: Ping River
For more information: Call 1672; www.tourismthailand.org

SAWATDI KHRAP.
IT is a pleasure for me to say a few words in this
issue of the Thailand Travel Talk as the new
Director of the Tourism Authority of Thailand,
Kuala Lumpur Office.
Over the last few years you have all shown
your support for Thailand and let me take this
opportunity to thank you. I hope that during
my term here, we would continue to work
closely together in promoting Thailand, which
is a popular tourism destination for Malaysians.
The months of September and October are
full of events and activities as you can see from
our newsletter. This fits in well with our
campaign slogan – Amazing Thailand,
Happiness You Can Share.
Our focus now would be on things like
quality, Thai food, Muay Thai, wellness and
spa, beauty, shopping, body and mind.
Meanwhile, in terms of destinations, we
would also be promoting main destinations and
beyond such as Bangkok & Beyond, Hat Yai &

Director’s Message
Beyond, Phuket & Beyond, Chiang Mai &
Beyond and so on.
On a regional level Thailand would also play
an important role to help promote the countries
in the region or the Asean Economic Community. We are helping by promoting Bangkok or
Thailand as the step-off point for tourists to
visit the other countries such as Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam.
In other words to sell the region as a package,
especially to those from the long-haul destinations. Informally, this had been going on for a
quite a while among Singapore, Malaysia and
Thailand.
We are also happy to announce that
Thailand would be going digital in a big way. In
the days of smart phones, we truly feel that it is
necessary to embrace the new technology to
satisfy our advertising, public relations and
promotion needs.

Whatever the case may be, nothing could
take us away from the fact that Thailand would
continue to be a choice destination for
Malaysians for a long time to come.
Within the next two months, we would have
the PTT Thailand Open, the Hua Hin Golf
Festival, the Illuminated Boat Procession in
Nakhon Phanom and the Wax Castle Festival in
Sakhon Nakhon. Closer to home is the Phuket
Vegetarian Festival.
And without your continuous support in
making Thailand your number one favourite
destination, all these would not have been
possible. So we hope you will join us to make
these events and festivals a great success.
We have everything to suit all tastes – pray,
eat, play, stay, spa and shop. And whatever your
interests may be, we would love to see
you soon in Amazing Thailand.
SUWAT KUMWONG
Director
Malaysia & Brunei

Thailand scoops six

PATA Grand and
Gold Awards 20
20113
THE Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), two Thai companies
and Phuket City Municipality have scooped up six of the 26
PATA Grand and Gold Awards to be awarded this year.
Sponsored by the Macau Government Tourist Office (MGTO)
for the last 18 years, this year’s Awards will be presented at a
special event during the PATA Travel Mart on September 1617, 2013, in Chengdu, China.
The Awards are presented to outstanding entries in four
principal categories: Marketing, Education and Training,
Environment, and Heritage and Culture.
TAT Governor Suraphon Svetasreni said, “These Awards
clearly reflect the continuing improvements and upgrading of
our entire travel and tourism industry across the board, from
marketing to culture to education. We thank the PATA Awards
judging committee for their selection, and look forward to
winning many more awards in the future.”
Here is the list of the Thai award winners:
PATA Grand Awards 2013
Heritage and Culture : Sampran Riverside – an eco-cultural
destination, Sampran Riverside.
Marketing : Discover the Other You, Tourism Authority of
Thailand.
Education and Training : 4Cs: Centara Career Creation for
Children, Central Plaza Hotel Public Company Limited.
PATA Gold Awards 2013
Heritage and Culture : Culture Development of Phuket Old
Town to be a Conservation Area, Phuket City Municipality.
Education and Training : Tourism Learning Centre Programme
for 84 Schools, Tourism Authority of Thailand.
Marketing Media : Travel Video This is Thailand, Tourism
Authority of Thailand.
Marketing Media : Travel Poster Gorgeous Shades of Crafts-

Niche-Markets
THE Tourism Authority of Thailand
(TAT) has published a study of four key
target niche markets that will be a major
focus of its future marketing efforts in
2014 and beyond: health and wellness,
golf, honeymoon and weddings, and

manship – Chiangmai, Tourism Authority
of Thailand.
Contact Information : International
Public Relations Division,
Tourism Authority of Thailand
Tel : +66 (0) 2250 5500

targeted as future

ecotourism.
The study estimates that the number
of foreign visitors who visited Thailand
for these purposes totalled 7.98 million
person/trips, generating a total income
of 130.9 billion Baht.

major earners
Estimated revenue earnings: Green
tourism 54.68 billion Baht (5,344,534
person/trips), wedding and honeymoon
34.62 billion Baht (1,043,684), health &
wellness 31.12 billion Baht (858,340),
and golf 10.54 billion Baht (737,861).

Phuket

October 4-14, 2013
THE Phuket Vegetarian Festival is a
colourful event held over a nine-day
period in October, celebrating the
Chinese community’s belief that abstinence from meat and various stimulants
during the ninth lunar month of the
Chinese calendar will help them obtain
good health and peace of mind.
The ceremonies of the festival take
place in the vicinity of the six Chinese
temples scattered throughout Phuket.
The main temple is Jui Tui Shrine not far
from the Fresh Market in Phuket Town.
Usually street processions take place,
where visitors can see participants
walking in a trance. Other events include
hundreds of local residents running
across a bed of burning coals or climbing
an eight metre ladder of sharp blades
while in a trance.
Apart from the visual spectacle of this
festival, visitors can partake in specially

Melaka

Vegetarian
Festival

prepared vegetarian cuisine made
available at street stalls and markets
around the island during this time.

For more information on dates and
events, please visit phuketvegetarian.com.

MATTA Fair

TAT took part in the Melaka MATTA International Travel Fair at
the Melaka International Trade Centre in Air Keroh from August
23-25 recently.
More than 50 exhibitors from Melaka and other states took
part in the three-day event, attended by about 20,000 visitors.

Penang and Johor

MCTA Fairs
SOME 50,000 people attended the Malaysian
Chinese Travel Association (MCTA) Fair in Penang,
with the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) taking up a booth
to promote the various destinations to the visitors.
Earlier, the TAT also took part in a similar fair organised by
the Johor chapter of the MCTA.

An
dy Murray in
And

Thailand Open
Date
: September 23 – 29, 2013
Venue : Impact Arena, Muang Thong Thani,
Nonthaburi
NEWLY-CROWNED Wimbledon champion Andy Murray of
Britain will lead three of the world's Top 10 tennis players to
play in the PTT Thailand Open.
Held in Bangkok annually the international tennis tournament
in Bangkok is part of the ATP World Tour.
The others who would also be at the tournament are World
No 6 Tomas Berdych and World No 9 Richard Gasquet, who is
also the defending champion.

Also coming are Milos Raonic (15), and Mikhail Youzhny, Kei
Nishikori and Tommy Haas.
First started in 2003, it welcomes the top names of world
tennis to compete on indoor hard courts for the USD631,500
prize money.
Tickets are now on sale at all ThaiTicketMajor outlets at
Baht 300.
Contact :
TAT Call Centre : 1672/02-2623838
Email : www.tourismthailand.org/, www.thailandopen.org/
www.thaiticketmajor.com

Hua Hin/Cha-am
GOLFERS from Thailand and all
around the world are being invited to
participate in a golf festival to be held
from August 4 to October 6, 2013 in the
popular Thai beach resorts of Hua Hin
and Cha-am.
All participating golfers will be eligible
for a lucky draw that will see the winner
walking away with a special prize of a
Honda Brio Amaze car.
Now in its 12th year, the festival is
being organised by the local offices of
the Tourism Authority of Thailand
together with Golf Course Executives
Foundation and nine golf courses at a
special green fee of 999 Baht per
person. Each of the courses is offering
a variety of services for that fee.
After golfers buy the green fee, they
will receive a coupon to fill in their
names and contact details which will be
entered for the lucky draw prize, as well
as a range of other prizes. Players can
choose to drive in any participating golf
course any day except on one of the
competition days.
More advanced players will be able to
compete in golf competitions to be held
at different courses every Sunday from
August 4 to October 6, 2013, with a
competition fee of 1,600 Baht per
person.
Here is the list of the competition
dates and venues:
* Palm Hills Golf Club & Residence,
September 1st, 2013.

Golf Festival 2013

* Royal Thai Army Sport Center Suan
Son Pradipat Golf Course,
September 8th, 2013.
* Sawang Resort & Golf Club,
September 15th, 2013.
* The Eagle Milford Golf Club,
September 22nd, 2013.
* Kaeng Krachan Country Club
and Resort,
September 29th, 2013
* The Imperial Lakeview Resort & Golf
Club,
October 6th, 2013.
Here are the contact details of the
participating courses:
– The Imperial Lake View Resort & Golf
Club, Tel : +66 3245 6233-40,
E-mail : lakeview@imperialhotels.com.
– Springfield Royal Country Club,
Tel : +66 3270 9222, E-mail : playgolf@springfieldresort.com.
– The Majestic Creek Golf & Resort,
Tel : +66 3261 9168-70.
– Sawang Resort and Golf Club, Tel :
+66 3256 2555-7, E-mail: s_awangresortkhoyoi@yahoo.com.
– Palm Hills Golf Club and Resort,
Tel: +66 3252 0801-5,
E-mail: info@palmhills-golf.com.
– Kaeng Krachan Country Club and
Resort, Tel : +66 2618 7299-9,
E-mail: marketing@kaengkrachanresort.com.
– Royal Hua Hin Golf Course, Tel : +66
3251 2475, E-mail: royalhuahin_golf@hotmail.com.

Krabi road show
MEMBERS of the Krabi hospitality industry visited Kuala
Lumpur and Penang recently to introduce some new products
to Malaysian travel agents.
The road show, made up of 30 sellers were attended by 120
buyers from Kuala Lumpur and 65 buyers from Penang.
The road show enabled the sellers to brief and update the
Malaysian travel agents on the new products and the latest
promotions available.

– Royal Thai Army Sport Center Suan
Son Pradipat Golf Course, Tel : +66
3251 5470-2, E-mail : RTAsportcenterii@hotmail.com.
– The Eagle Milford Golf Club,
Tel : +66 3257 2444, E-mail : theeaglegolf@gmail.com.

Wax Castle
Festival

Date
: October 16-20, 2013
Venue : Sanam Ming Muang, Suan Somdet Phra Srinagarinda,
Sakhon Nakhon
TO mark the end of Buddhist Lent or rains retreat, people of Sakhon
Nakhon gather in a celebration which includes a wax castle procession, longboat races and cultural performances.
Originally, beeswax was moulded into different kinds of flowers and
attached to banana tree trunks and offered to the temples. Gradually,
the trees were developed into other spectacular shapes, such as
castles, temples and shrines. These magnificent wax creations are
paraded around the city to illustrate the local skill and wisdom.
Several of the highly-revered monks in Thailand were from Sakhon
Nakhon, and visitors can take the opportunity to visit the temples to
pay their respects.
Contact : TAT Nakhon Phanom
Tel
: 006642 513490-1
Website : www.tourismthailand.org

Medical wellness

familiarisation trip

AS part of our new emphasis on health and wellness, the
Tourism Authority of Thailand, Kuala Lumpur, organised two
familiarisation trips for journalists to Bangkok recently.
The media and bloggers from Malaysia were introduced to
Thailand's wellness and medical facilities such as the Divana
Virtue Spa & Medical, the Life Center by Samitivej and Absolute Health Integrative Medical Center.
Here they were able to see and sample for themselves the
kinds of treatments as well as the spa facilities available.
Thailand has a host of world-class hospitals and dental
clinics, award-winning spas and wellness retreats, making the
country the hub of medical tourism and high-end spas in
Southeast Asia.
In the last couple of years this sector of the travel trade had
experienced a surge in interest and to keep pace with the
number of new arrivals and repeat visitors, the Kingdom's
medical facilities continue to update their high-tech services and
constantly add new programmes, operations and treatments.

Visual reach

through films

THE 3rd Short Film Festival 2013 will be held at Siam
Paragon Cineplex between September 21-22. It is being
supported by The Style by Toyota which will host a number of
activities and provide the top award, an All New VIOS, to the
winner.
Designed to promote Thailand as an epicenter for filmmaking, the FilmFest champions emerging creative talent and
provides an outlet for aspiring and established filmmakers
worldwide to help them fulfill their dreams and spawn a new
generation of creative professionals.

Nakhon Phanom

Governor of the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT)
Suraphon Svetasreni said, “The tourism industry has always
been a visual industry. We think that short films give us the
ideal medium to present Thailand in a way that will register
with today's travellers who seek visual stimulation.”
For more information, please contact:
Manod Soising, Tel. 081 021 5834.
Contact Information : International Public
Relations Division, Tourism Authority of Thailand
Tel
: +66 (0) 2250 5500 ext. 4545-48
Fax
: +66 (0) 2253 7419
E-mail
: prdiv3@tat.or.th
Web site : www.tatnews.org

Illuminated Boat Procession

Date
: October 12-20, 2013
Venue : Mekong River, Nakhon Phanom
THE illuminated boat procession is a tradition of the
North-eastern people that has been practised for centuries to mark the end of the Buddhist rains retreat.
Originally the boats were made of bamboo or banana
tree trunks and decorated with materials that could be
easily found. Nowadays, the boats have become more
impressively constructed and decorated in various
shapes of lights and Buddhist motives.
The event includes cultural performances and street
processions in which you can join the locals in performing the traditional folk dances. In addition, there are also
food fairs and traditional boat races.
Contact : TAT Nakhon Phanom
Tel
: 006642 513490-1
Website : www.tourismthailand.org

World's Top

TEN years of steady improvements in
the quality and diversity of its tourism
products and services have paid off
handsomely for the bustling yet glittering
city of Bangkok with the announcement
that it has topped the MasterCard Global
Destination Cities Index for 2013.
Bangkok overtook last year's topranked city, London. The study looked at

the highest international visitor numbers
in 2013, with London, Paris, Singapore,
and New York rounding out the top five.
According to the MasterCard Global
Destination Cities Index, Bangkok
enjoyed visitor arrival growth rates of
over 18 per cent in 2011 and 2012, and it
follows with a further 9.8 per cent growth
in 2013, which clearly helped propel it to

Hello
and

goodbye

Travel Hotspot

the world's number-one rank. The city
also recorded USD14.3 billion in visitor
expenditure in 2013.
Of the 132 cities ranked, 42 are Asian
countries. Bangkok is followed by
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Hong Kong,
Seoul, Shanghai, Tokyo, and five of the
top 10 in 2013 are in the Greater China
region.
THE Malaysian Chinese
Travel Association, travel
magazines, travel agents
and event organisers took
the opportunity to welcome the new Director of
TAT in Kuala Lumpur, Mr
Suwat Kumwong, and bid
a fond farewell to former
Director, Mr Wiboon
Nimitrwanich.

Special deals from

Find Your Fabulous
THE Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) had
joined hands with Thai Airways International,
AsiaWebDirect and more than 30 leading providers
of health, beauty, and spa treatments to launch a
digital marketing initiative promoting the country's
thriving health & wellness industry.
The campaign takes aim at women in the AsiaPacific market, including Thailand, who are looking
for ways to rediscover themselves, and on offer
is a wide selection of exclusive deals on wellness
and beauty treatments, spa packages, and hotel
stays in Thailand.
TAT Governor Suraphon Svetasreni said, Find
Your Fabulous digital marketing campaign is to
promote the health and beauty segment of Thailand’s tourism industry, with over 30 leading
providers of wellness-related services including
clinics, spas, and health centres signed up to offer
over 150 packages of exclusive health, beauty
and hotel deals that allow tourists from all over the
world to book online and receive special pricing.”
Find Your Fabulous campaign will strengthen
the image of Thailand as the leading beauty and
wellness destination in Asia and is expected to
generate more that 50 million Baht of income for
health, beauty, and wellness providers in Thailand.
Contact: Ms Chompu Marusachot, Tel : 02- 250
5500 Ext. 2831-2840 or e-mail : tourism@tat.or.th,
www.ThailandMedTourism.com/FindYourFabulous.
For more information, contact the Tourism Authority of Thailand, Suite 22.01 Level 22, Menara Citibank, 165 Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur.
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